FooDiva fever

It's a problem that blights even the most informed gourmand on a Thursday or Friday night. There are so many
restaurants in this town and more opening their doors every day, how can one keep up and make a decent choice
of where to eat? Thankfully Samantha Wood, creator of FooDiva.net is here with the solution. Her website aims to
give the most impartial and comprehensive reviews of the UAE’s establishments, combined with interviews with

chefs and recipes.
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If you want a comprehensive re-
view of the best places to eatin
town, check out FooDiva.net
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IT’S APROBLEM that blights even the mostinformed
gourmand on a Thursday or Friday night. There are so
many restaurants in this townand more opening their
doors every day, how can one keep up and make a decent
choice of whereto eat?

Thankfully Samantha Wood, creator of FooDiva.net
is here with the solution. Her website aims to give the
mostimpartial and comprehensive reviews of the UAE's
establishments, combined with interviews with chefsand
recipes.

Aveteran of the hotelier industry, Samantha writes all
the content, but encourages participation from visitors to
the site.

We spoke to her to find out more.

What canyou tell us about FooDiva?

It’s not just about the fine dining experience. It's a com-
plete spectrum of different venues, right through to cafes
and pizza deliveries. The focus is very muchon anything
that is new in the market including a new menu or chef, for
example.

I'm targeting anyone who is interested in dining out in
the UAE and people in the food and beverage trade. Those
inthe industry are always checking out the competition and
this site makes it easier for them to see what’s going on. For
people who like the reviews, the website has teamed up with
arestaurant booking site, RoundMenu, so they can then go
check the place out.
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FooDiva fever

Whydldywthiu]:thiushewu
My backgroundis in the communications and hospitality
industry. It has given mea critical eye on dining out. 1 love
itand I consider myselfabit of a foodie.

Ithink Dubaiis inrecovery mode and you can tell
from the burgeoning dining scene. Taste of Dubai s
asuccess, new eateries are establishing themselves, s81+ -
felt there was areal gap in the market for reviews th re
ultimately impartial.
How doyou go about reviewing a restaurantto §
maintain impartial
1 go inanonymously. 1 book the same way anyone else
would, or in the case of deliveries or cafes, just order. Iilsk
discreet questions to the waiters and bar staff, make notes
then write it up. Most importantly, [ pay my own way.
Do you acceptanyone’s contribution onthe ‘posta
rev?:;’secﬁanonywrsiu?
Tlm’ssunmhmgl‘ve]ustaﬂded.[uadﬂmamoslmply
postingacomment, [ want to, cE:
to come back with their own ledmws Itgives
thedwwemmspmdmsomethmgtbeymhaps
agree with constructively. It encourages
becomes very interactive.
Do you have a top place you have visited so far?
Currently La Petit Maison would rank as one of my favou-

rite restaurants. That was consistently good onall levels. |
am looking at service,ambience and food and it was great on
all three. Another all-time favourite is the Rivington Grill

Would that the standards are generally
pretty highin Dubai’s eateries?

I'would toa certain extent, but where they fail is when there
isalackof “You can go into many restaurantsand
the waiters can’t talk about the food on the menu. They

are ready to help and are willing, but they sometimes don't
havean understanding of the cuisine. I think we're seeinga
changein the right direction, but it can be a struggle.

[mqmselecuwabmuﬁwrc[goandeat ‘Thoughthere
arealot of smaller cafes around town that donot deliver.
Whtwuuyuumdderammsforthesiuawur
fromnow?

I'm looking to grow it organically. [ want thesubst:n.berbase
toexpand and target sponsorsand advertising. Ialsowant
totake it regionally. The first stop after the UAE would be
Qarar.
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